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METHAMPHETMINE TRAFFICKERS —SENTENCING 

38. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I refer to the announcement yesterday to break Labor’s core election promise on mandatory minimum sentencing 
for methamphetamine dealers. 

(1) Why has the Premier betrayed the people of Western Australia in this way? 

(2) When was the last time a meth dealer received the current maximum 25-year sentence? 

(3) What is the point of increasing the sentence to life in jail if it will never be applied in practice? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the representative for the shadow Attorney General for the question. We made a commitment 

during the course of the election campaign to lift the maximum penalty available for meth traffickers—
not dealers—with above 28 grams of methamphetamine to life imprisonment. We made that commitment 
to the people of Western Australia. I also indicated during the course of the election campaign that it 
would be the first piece of legislation that the government would bring in, and it was brought in by the 
Minister for Police last week and second read yesterday. 

The courts take account of the maximum sentence in their sentencing principles. When a court issues the 
penalties that it does when people are convicted of a crime, it takes account of the maximum penalty 
available under the law in setting the tariff. It is a long-established principle of law, representative for the 
shadow Attorney General, that that is what occurs. We saw during the term of the last government that 
similar practices were applied to a range of offences and the maximum penalty available was changed. 
We have followed a long-established precedent in Westminster governments of lifting the maximum as 
a signal to the courts that methamphetamine trafficking is unacceptable and they need to increase the 
penalties for people who traffic this harmful drug. 

On the broader issue, methamphetamine was allowed to run out of control over the last eight and a half 
years. Western Australia has the worst rates of methamphetamine use in the nation and possibly—or 
probably—the world. We saw through some of the testing initiatives that were put in place that some 
communities—in particular, unfortunately, Bunbury—have very, very high levels of methamphetamine 
usage. We are not hiding from that fact or being caught unawares by it. We know it is real. We are taking 
action to deal with it and our lifting of the maximum penalties will be part of a comprehensive suite of 
initiatives to deal with this, including education, rehabilitation and the like. That is unlike when the 
shadow Attorney General’s government was in office and did nothing. 
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